
 

 

The Second Week of Advent 
December 9 - 15, 2018 

 
ADVENT is the first season of the church calendar. Marking the four Sundays before Christmas Day, 
it is a time for us to prepare - to get ready for the coming of the Christ child, born to Mary and Joseph 
in Bethlehem long ago, born in our hearts each Christmas morning, living among us in God’s kin-dom 
on earth now, and coming again to reign in the world at the end of all time. We anticipate Christ’s 
coming with joy and expectation. Blue is the liturgical color of ADVENT, reflecting the hope that we 
have as we wait for the Savior of the world to come into the world. As you wait, read these words 
from Scripture; ponder their meaning for your life. May these reflections bring you hope. 

 

ADVENT READINGS AND REFLECTIONS 
 

Daily Readings 
Sunday December 9 Luke 1:68-79 

Monday December 10 Isaiah 40:1-11 

Tuesday December 11 2 Peter:1:2-15 

Wednesday December 12 Psalm 126 

Thursday December 13 2 Corinthians 8:1-15 

Friday December 14 Isaiah 12:2-6 

Saturday December 15 Amos 9:11-15 

 

Reflection 
By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us,  

to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,  
to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Luke 1:78-79 
 

At this time of the year, as the weeks go by, the days grow shorter and the sun sets sooner, 
surrounding us with a deep and seemingly impenetrable darkness. It’s hard to see in the dark - to see 
where we are going - to know where we are headed - to recognize the road that we are on. It is 
difficult to find our way. We might sink into the darkness - gloominess and depression might overtake 
us, chilled by the cold night air deep within our bones. Our spirit of joy might wither and fade. 
 
Sometimes we go through seasons of darkness and coldness and depression in our lives. We may 
experience times when we feel alone and afraid and uncertain about what lies ahead for us. We might 
face sudden illness or job loss or death of a loved one or the ending of a beloved relationship or 
anxiety over world events. We may feel cut off from whatever gives us a sense of hope and peace. 
Sometimes these dark seasons last much longer than we would like - as if we are wandering through 
the wilderness and can’t find the way out. 
 
And yet - into the darkness of our lives, God sends the morning light of dawn. Into the wilderness, a 
voice cries out and the word of God is given. Into a broken world, God’s promises are kept and divine 
power comes down to us. God’s word guides us into light and life and new beginnings. The reign of 
God breaks out around us, if only for a moment, and the truth is revealed. We are God’s people and 
God has done great things for us. God’s faithfulness endures. We respond with shouts of joy and 



 

 

generous acts of love. We are changed, transformed, turned around, raised up to love and serve God, 
without fear. 
 

Prayer 
Good and gracious God, send your light into the world that we might clearly see the straight path 
that you have set before us. Guide our steps along the way and lead us into your kingdom, here, now 
and for all time to come. Amen. 


